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World Go Green Council Announces Appointment of new CEO & President
World Green Council appoints leader from Malaysia to drive their vision & mission for a net zero greener world by 2030.
Kuala Lumpur — 23 June 2021 — Today at the FinanceForChange 2021 event organized by Joint Committee on Climate Change (JC3) event comprising Bank Negara & Securities Commission, World Go Green Council announced the appointment of their new CEO & President, Sheznie Haroun Merican, who was the Head of Marketing Communications of University Malaysia of Computer Science and Engineering (UNIMY) and CEO of Check It Out Worldwide. 
She is the recipient of the Women’s Icons 2019 Award and Celebrating Women Award in 2019 for her contributions to multiple industries and inspiring women. She has Branding & Marketing Strategy, Technology Development and Retail Management Experience spanning 25 years at Fortune 500 corporations like Wal-Mart, PETRONAS and companies such as UNIMY, YTL e-Solutions, Habib Jewels, Academy Art College of San Francisco, Citibank and Brand Strategy Consultancy, Trax Associates.
Her company Check It Out Worldwide, a visionary company building technology for the future lifestyle was shortlisted for the 100 Top Companies in AmBank Biz Race, participated in the PETRONAS Future Accelerator Program, MaGIC Pre-Accelerator Female Founders Program and Google Techstars Weekend. 
“I have a clear vision on how to build a better greener more sustainable world & am on a mission to improve overall life for future generations like my children, I believe everyone deserves Paradise on Earth and that everyday should be the best day ever” said Sheznie Haroun Merican, newly appointed CEO & President of World Go Green Council.
The World Go Green Council will collaborate closely with BATC and Bionas Technologies to implement GO GREENER Strategies in the coming years at the key countries that have signed the Paris Agreement.
The timely announcement was made at the FinanceForChange event to encourage Malaysian companies to participate in projects & investments which will elevate Malaysian brands, companies, products ,technologies, professionals and government agencies through the GO GREENER initiatives put forth by the World Go Green Council. The World Go Green Council will organize the 1st Phase projects in 4 countries namely Nigeria, Uganda, Sudan and Libya in 2021.
Key Plans & Events organized by the World Go Green Council in 2021 include the 1st Phase project kick-off in July 2021, Launch of UICF (Ugandan Integrated Capital Fund) in August 2021, Launch of the Gediuea Project Expo 2022 in September 2022 and also the Project Green Economy Development Investment Uganda East Africa- Eco Smart City Ground Breaking Ceremony.
The observed and continuing increase in average air and ocean temperatures since 1900 is caused mainly by emissions of greenhouse gases in the modern industrial economy. The largest human influence has been the emission of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide. In addressing climate change issues, BATC developed a Managed Sustainable Development Program (MSDP) for the structured planting of 320 Billion Jatropha trees on 180 million hectares of land in Africa (the Great Green Wall, the Sahara Sahel Initiative, a Pan African program by the African Union), Middle East, and Asia. The main objective is to reduce the Global Fossil Fuel CO2 emission from fossil fuel combustion up to 60% by 2030 through the following approaches implemented at the global level.
Main Objective of the projects are:
· Converting the major CO2 contributors into clean fuel.
· Cleaning the atmospheric carbon dioxide.
· Reducing the use of Fossil fuel as a source of energy.
The MSDP will have minimal impact on the existing energy infrastructure and human livelihood but at the same time create the new “GREEN ECONOMY” with more than 240 million new direct jobs supporting a population of around 600m. There will be no major investment in the existing energy infrastructure including Oil & Gas since BATC’s Bio renewable fuel technology and the MSDP are designed towards complementing the existing energy industries.
The MSDP or Agropolitan Development was developed in 2016 at the request of the Nigerian Federal Minister of Environment. This initiative was intended to resolve desertification issues along the 7,775 km Great Green Wall of Africa on Nigeria’s side. The program development is based on Economics, Equity, and Environment and centered on the Jatropha Trees, Planters, “Green” and Sustainable Development.
This structured planting of Jatropha trees is for the production of Crude Jatropha Oil (CJO). The CJO is later processed with standard fuels to produce biofuels product such as Bio-diesel, Bio-petrol/gasoline, Bio-jet fuel, Bio Coal Enhancer, and Bio-heavy fuel. This helps the participating country comply with the world “Go Green” initiative as agreed in the COPS 21 Paris Agreement.
The development is divided into Blocks of 15 km by 30 km and 10 km by 10 km depending on location. In places where there is an existing community and the plantation areas are scattered, the size per block is 10 km radius.
The planters were grouped together in a location and given on a twin sharing basis, a fully furnished house sitting on 0.25 hectares of land, a tricycle and a smart TV panel with an internet connection, 4 hectares of plantation land, 8,000 Jatropha saplings, a smartphone, and a business website. The land and house are provided on 60 years lease. The construction cost of the house and other facilities will have to be repaid over an estimated 25 years period through deductions from the proceed of Jatropha fruit.
The Jatropha fruit harvested will be sold to the press mill or a collection center. At the press mill, the Jatropha fruit is processed to become Crude Jatropha Oil (CJO) and Seed Cake. The Crude Jatropha Oil is later processed and blended with standard fuels to produce Biofuels.
Anticipating the concentration of people in a location, the area is developed to become a new community with economic activity (Agro-City or Agropolitan). As such the economic and social needs of this community need to be equally developed such as housing, roads, health, schools, commercial centers, industrial area, administration and facilities, and public amenities and infrastructure. Every block is a self-sustainable township.
In the absence of the National Grid, Electricity required by these development areas will be generated from Waste to Energy Plant (WTE) and Community Grid (powered by Solar Farm) built within the development area.
The WTE plant will also act as the collection center for all types of waste for the community and the surrounding areas. In the plant, various types of waste are sorted and processed into reusable products such as metal, electricity, non-standard diesel oil, non-standard gasoline oil, heavy oil, and crude carbon black. The non-standard diesel oil and non-standard gasoline are blended with Bionas additive to produce standard diesel and standard gasoline. Each WTE plant planned for these areas will have the capacity to process 1,000 tonnes of garbage a day and producing Electricity 12MWh to 20 MWh.
Under this development, the landowners will enter into a Concession Agreement via a Cooperative for 25 years. These lands and the assets on them will be converted into Investment Grade Assets and are registered with the Registrar of Real Property under the International Financial Center/Exchange and can be traded on the Green Counter of Stock Exchange.

Project Benefits
The project’s benefits to the participating countries include:
· Recipient of a Biofuels and Additives production technology 
· Large scale Plantation of Jatropha trees. This, and the consumption of biofuel it produces, would greatly help in carbon emission reduction.
· Industry development
· Building affordable homes.
· Building preschools, primary schools, secondary schools and colleges
· Building hospital, medical centers and public clinics
· Creating jobs
· Producing food under the food security program
· Building of logistic & infrastructure network comprising of highways, utility zones, oil pipelines, water pipelines, electricity transmission, fiber optics network, high-speed train and intercity train.
In addition to the planting of Jatropha trees, the techno planters are required to participate fully in the food security program utilizing the 0.25-hectare land house compound.
The 1st generation of techno planters will be trained to become entrepreneurs. They are expected to employ at least 2 direct workers and creating other 3 direct workers for spin-off industries. Based on the global objective of planting Jatropha trees on 180m hectares of land, the number of direct jobs created shall be 240 million and 318 million indirect jobs. The total jobs expected to be created from the Agropolitan development is 558 million. Whereas the Agropolitan construction activities will create 44 million jobs; 16.5m direct and 27.5m indirect).

Positive Customer Impact
Many countries have already benefited from the implementation & adoption of the innovative & forward looking self-sustainable BATC & Bionas Technology New Eco-Smart Cities  in  Uganda & Nigeria, and other developing nations, recently committed to deploying BATC & Bionas Technology New Eco-Smart Cities to at least 15 cities in Uganda and 36 cities in Nigeria.  BATC & Bionas Technology New Eco-Smart Cities  will enable Uganda & Nigeria to benefit from the growth of Jatropha Agriculture Farming which will allow them to produce BioFuel to provide energy to the country and be self-sustainable using the digital financial system with the introduction & usage of Jatropha Clean Energy Cryptocurrency, Tokenization and Blockchain Technology as legal tender.
“World GO GREEN Council is the Main Organizer for the Development, Project and Green Technology in Developing these GO GREENER Sustainable Cities and Products,” said, Sheznie Haroun Merican, CEO & President of World Go Green Council.
 
Building Sustainable Cities

BATC & Bionas Technology New Eco-Smart Cities  is available to be implemented anywhere around the world especially in countries who have signed the Paris Agreement. World Go Green Council’s Agenda is to build a better world for the future through green initiatives driven by each countries Go Green Champions with set objectives to meet the Paris Agreements goals. BATC & Bionas Technology New Eco-Smart Cities  can be found at  https://www.batc.com.my.
Founded in 2020, World Go Green Council has a clear mission to achieve zero emissions by 2030 with a set roadmap for implementation by the countries in the Paris Agreement. Through the collaboration with BATC, World Go Green Council expects implementation plans will go smoothly in parallel with community driven GO GREENER initiatives which will not only impact the country’s sustainability agenda but will set the standard of a GO GREENER smart city in every country. The World Go Green Council will continue to have talks with other NGOs and governmental agencies to rally together & make the GO GREENER Agenda part and parcel of the development of the countries, while ensuring the goal of zero emissions by 2030 as set forth by the Paris Agreement to become a reality.

ABOUT BATC
Bionas Agropolitan Technology Corridor (BATC) Development Berhad; a Malaysian-registered company, signed a comprehensive multi sector and multi-billion development agreement with the Government of Uganda, represented by the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development for the development of a New Administrative City and 15 Green Smart Eco-Cities, townships, and mixed development across the entire country.

The cities’ development is aimed to resolve the Republic of Uganda’s national housing shortages and inadequate electricity supply to residential homes by developing 1,400,000 IBS technology-based units, supported by Green Echo Energy Efficient Housing. This proposed development can house up to 7 million people, and will be powered by Renewable Green Energy generated by each housing unit and directly linked into the national grid. The homes will be built in the 15 newly established cities across the country, and these cities will incorporate Clean Energy sources, i.e. solar, wind, bioenergy, hydropower energy etc.
BATC has committed to establish a Design, Finance, Build, Operate and Transfer [DFBOT] of the Smart Eco-Cities and Mixed Development model with 25 years Concession including assisting the Government of Uganda to secure finances for these affordable housing development. 
During the signing of the development agreement, Hons. Isaac Isanga Musumba, the Minister of State for Urban Development, representing the Government of Uganda (GoU) welcomed BATC to the cooperation and thanked Dato’ Seri Mohd Safie M. Jaffri to have accepted the offer to partner with GoU in this mega project. 

“The agreement strengthens the relations between Uganda and Malaysia” Musumba added. He emphasized that the agreement is implemented expeditiously, “because the People, Government and President of the Republic of Uganda are all waiting”. Musumba called for the cities to develop in an eco-friendly manner and adhere to the GBI (green development index) standards.

The Group Executive Chairman of the BATC Group and Consortium, Dato Seri Mohd Safie M. Jaffri extended his appreciation to the Honourable Minister for the invitation to participate in the development of Uganda, providing the assurance that BATC would kick start the works immediately and present the project implementation plan and timelines once finalized.

The fundamental goal of these developments is to transform Uganda from an underdeveloped country to a green, modern and prosperous nation by 2040. Uganda is expected to have 72 million in populations, an increase of 32 million people by 2040. The project is expected to address the economic and social needs of these 32 million people, the challenges of urbanization, climate change, unemployment, and socio-economic disparities while providing adequate and affordable housing to the citizens.

Development Strategy

BATC’s strategy is to engineer a green private-sector-led and sustainable socio-economic transformation, through a series of integrated green projects led by Biofuels. These shall include the Jatropha Biofuels Economy; the Domestic, Regional and Global Export Regime; Development of Strategic Industries including the “spin-off”; Development of 5 key Economic driver industries for every city; Development of Logistic Infrastructure and Transportation Hub.

To expedite the development, BATC planned to adopt and emulate Malaysia’s concept of economic corridor development, while benchmarking against other successful development models worldwide. A number of Malaysians have been appointed to lead this project and will be assisted by Development Partners from China, Australia, South Korea, and Russia.

The Jatropha-Agropolitan Biofuels Clusters Development will emulate Malaysia’s FELDA program, a development of 240 Agropolitan towns covering an area of 24,000 sq km with a total population of 7 million people. These Agropolitan towns will focus on the production of B20 Bio-Diesel, B20 Bio-Petrol, and Bio Pallets/Briquettes. As a diversification, the Jatropha Planters are required to intercrop with other Agriculture produce acting as a ‘food supply/security basket’ for the country.

The project will be a mixed-development concept, with emphasis on advanced physical infrastructure, adequate services industries and affordable housing, targeted for at least 1-2 million people between 2020 and 2040. The development will be based on the principle to be SELF SUSTAINING, ZERO WASTE and ZERO SLUM. There is also a requirement for the development to integrate sufficient ICT infrastructure, providing the latest digital and high-quality telecommunication services at competitive prices. 

The building of these GSEC-Ts is under the following phases: 
1. Effective 1st July 2020 - Arua, Fort Portal, Gulu, Jinja, Masaka, Mbale, and Mbarara Cities
1. Effective July 2021 - Hoima City 
1. Effective 1st July 2022 - Entebbe and Lira Cities
1. 1st July 2023 - Kabale, Moroto, Nakasongola, Soroti, and Wakiso Cities

BATC also intends to reclaim, redevelop, and diversify Uganda’s tourism industry and leverage on the traditional wildlife products to a variety of other untapped tourist attractions and products, opening up new revenue stream via these tourist attractions. Tourism infrastructure including hotels, restaurants, and cultural sites will also be integrated into the city development plans, with Fort Portal specifically targeted as a Tourist City.


Human Capital Development

To support the need of industry and as part of Human Capital Development agenda, the setting up of Ugandan National Innovation Centre of Excellence [UNICE] will provide the academic, technological, vocational [TVET] and incubation requirements for lifelong learning programs intrinsic to the Vision 2040 and BATC’s Green philosophy. This shall ensure that there is ample trained manpower for the technical, industrial, and service jobs created in these cities.

As part of the industrialization and familiarization program, anchor development partners and strategic industry players are required to embark on the localization program by the 2nd year of operation. This shall include the development of local businesses through the “Umbrella” program.


Management, Administration & Funding

As part of the project implementation, efforts are equally focused on ensuring that the various City Authorities are corporatized systematically. This includes establishing joint city management between the City Authorities and the developer, training of City Authorities, close cooperation between private and public sectors, and Public Sector prospers the Private Sector.

The DFBOT model will be private sector driven with Funding from DDI and FDI through Green Fund Financial Infrastructure (GFFI) initiatives to ensure project liquidity. These initiatives will be managed and implemented through Kampala International Financial Center (KIFC). All projects undertaken will be certified as Green Projects which are eligible for investment from ESG Investors. Humanitarian and Investment Funds from Australia and the Middle East have already given their interest to invest in the Projects.

KIFC will help Uganda to enhance and multiple her economic developing process and achievement. This Corporation will endeavour into shaping Uganda future direction, working and corporate culture so that her image will be distinctively identified and recognised by international communities.

The investment and financial strategies and programs undertaken by KIFC will transform Uganda into an economic-independent nation within the span of 10 years’.

The principle thrust of KIFC is based on the elements of transparency, responsibility, accountability, and good corporate governance in implementing its investment activities by maximising the use of the latest technology.

One of the initiatives is the establishment of a capital fund, i.e. Uganda Integrated Capital Fund Corporation (UICFC). The target growth of the fund in a period of 10 years is USD100 Billion with an expected 10% gross return annually. The main activities of UICFC will be in the area of mobilisation, investment, venture capital, and development of capital markets in Uganda.

BATC also plans to leverage on digitization of its various platforms, which include digital asset management, digital trading and digital currency/wallet, i.e. cryptocurrency.

BATC is expected to employ 5,000 experienced Malaysians in managing this project. Malaysian businesses and industries including the SMEs will be given priority to participate in this project. 



###
World Go Green Council and BATC & Bionas Technology New Eco-Smart Cities  are either registered trademarks or trademarks of World Go Green Council in Malaysia & Worldwide.
The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
For more information, press only:
WORLD GO GREEN COUNCIL:
Email: hello@worldgogreen.org

BATC:
Email: info@batc.com.my

For more information on WORLD GO GREEN COUNCIL & BATC:
https://www.worldgogreen.org
https://batc.com.my/contact-us/
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